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also found in plenty. In this respect, Bharavi has set a bad example for his successors. We might say that with Bharavi artificiality sets in. This artificiality, so much developed during successive ages, accounts lor the decline of the Sanskrit epic. Bharavi ^presents the first step in the decline of the Sanskrit Gourt Doetrv.
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The pedantry of Bharavi, especially his   feats   of grammar, are perfected to a tiresome extent in Bhatti's Ravanavadha which is generally known as Bhattikavya. It is a poem in 22 cantos dealing with the story of the Ramayana.   There are passages of poetic interest, no doubt, yet the distinct purpose of the author is not only   aesthetic  but   also   to   illustrate  the rules of grammar and rhetoric.    We can say that it is more a manual of grammar and rhetoric in illustration than a poem with an artistic ajun.   He attempts to combine the pleasure of poetry witk the instruction of gram*-matical learning.   Since this poem helps the student to   acquire   a  sound   knowledge   of   grammar   and language, it has always been studied as an advanced te&t book in Kavya and for the same reason his work has been included as one of the five great Kavyas. The  author    calls   himself a contemporary of King Sridharasena.    Four kings   bearing that  name   are taowmr the last of whom died in 641 A. D.   The artificiality of the poem gives us sufficient ground to put Mm fi*-«fc» «~- -* *u- ••- -~ ~ •«                   ? assigning